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Winner for Europe’s most prestigious museum award selected!
European Museum Forum Judges met at Sakip Sabanci Museum in Istanbul, in Turkey during the last weekend in November to select the winner of the European Museum of the Year Award for 2011. The event was generously sponsored by the Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture Agency .
From the 26-29 November, the European Museum Forum Judging Panel met in Istanbul, European Capital of Culture 2010, for their most important annual meeting. The Judging Panel which is made up of leading European museum professionals convened to name Europe’s “Museum of the Year 2011”, Europe’s most prestigious award for museum development and innovation. 
The meeting was generously hosted by the Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture Agency and the judges were welcomed to the Sakip Sabanci Museum to hold their meeting. The European Museum Forum greatly appreciated the opportunity to come together in this year’s European Capital of Culture.  The support offered by the Capital of Culture Agency is a testimony to the importance of the European Museum Award which is recognised by the global museum scene.  The European Museum Forum is grateful to the Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture Agency for its warm welcome and support.
The European Museum of the Year Award was founded in 1977 under the auspices of the Council of Europe, with the aim of recognising excellence and the public quality and encouraging innovation in the European museum field. EMYA has influenced in a positive manner the lives of a number of museum professionals and has brought into the centre stage small museums with highly innovative contents, which otherwise would not have received recognition at the European level.

The competition, for which museums of any size, type or legal position from any of the 47 member countries of the Council of Europe are eligible for, focuses on the contribution and progress of museums made in entrepreneurship and innovation. These can either be new museums or existing museums that have undergone recent redevelopment. 

Turkish museums have been regular candidates for the European Museum of the Year Award Prize (EMYA) achieving notable success over the past few decades.  The Ministry of Culture and Tourism Museum of Anatolian Civilizations won the EMYA Award in 1997 while the Istanbul Modern Museum received an EMYA Special Mention in 2007.  In 1993, the Archaeological Museum of Istanbul, and in 2004, the Edirne Healthcare Museum received the “Council of Europe Museum Prize” which is bestowed by the Council of Europe. In 1984, the Turkish and Islamic Art Museum was awarded the Council of Europe Jury Special Prize.

For the EMYA 2011 round, 40 candidates applied from all over Europe, from Russia to Portugal, and from Finland to Azerbaijan.  

The winner of the European Museum of the Year Award 2011 (EMYA) was selected by the Judging Panel but the name of the winner will be under wraps until 21st May 2011 when it will be formally announced in a formal award ceremony at the close of the annual European Museum Forum Assembly. 

During the three day meeting, the Judging Panel also selected the winners for further EMF awards including “Special Nominations”, the “Kenneth Hudson Award”, the “Silletto Prize” and “Special Awards”, recognising specific aspects in exemplary, radical and innovative museum developments.
Winners and nominations will not be announced until the last day of the European Museum Forum General Assembly at a formal Award Ceremony on 21st of May 2011 at the German Emigration Center in Bremerhaven in Germany , EMYA winner in 2006.
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Additional notes:

The Awards

The European Museum of the Year Award

This is the main award, and goes to a museum which contributes most directly to attracting and satisfying its visitors with unique atmosphere, imaginative interpretation and presentation, creative approach to education and social responsibility. 

The Kenneth Hudson Award

This is a new award in honour of the founder of EMYA. The award goes to a museum, person, project or a group of people who have demonstrated the most unusual, daring and, perhaps, controversial achievement that challenges common perception of the role of museum in the society and carries forward the spirit of Kenneth Hudson.

The Silletto Award

This award goes to a museum which has attracted the best support from volunteer effort, during the past two years, to enhance the public quality of the museum.

Special Awards

A number of special awards will be given to museums which have developed a new and innovative aspect of their service, from which other European museums can learn. 
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